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Beginning of a New School Year 
by Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy 

 
 The beginning of school started off with a bang. On August 19th teachers returned and 
plunged headlong into various trainings as well preparing their classrooms for their new 
students. Actually, a huge number of teachers had begun weeks before trickling back into their 
schools to ready their classrooms, so that first week was mostly putting the final touches on. 
 The teachers’ first week back ended with the district Convocation, where all CMS 
employees come together at Marshall Middle School auditorium to kick the year off. 
Contributions included CHS band performances; an “a cappella” rendition of our national 
anthem sung by our very talented CMS choral faculty: Sharon Nelms, Tami Martin, Lori Riggins, 
and Courtney Claflin. 
 CMS Board president, Paul Cordova, shared opening remarks with encouraging and 
heartfelt words for all present. Guest speaker, former educator and administrator, Lonnie Leslie, 
spoke inspiringly about education and the fact that education was a “unique profession in that 
every year we get to start over.” He also shared the quote (anonymous) that “education is the 
one profession that makes all other professions.” Superintendent Terry Myers’ presentation 
included inspiring film clips that left no dry eyes in the house. Myers encouraged us to “guard 
your integrity and give of your hearts.” He continued, “a bad day for kids with us is better than a 
good day with us gone.” 
 Once again - this year for the 20th year in a row - Central Baptist Church of Clovis hosted 
a delicious lunch for all school employs. It is indeed a unique experience to sit down with almost 
a thousand colleagues to break bread together. Our deepest thanks to Central Baptist for their 
faithfulness in hosting such an event. 
 “Teacher of the Year” was awarded to music educator, Brian Uerling, and “Support 
Person of the Year” went to Janell Urban, Lab Manager at the Arts Academy at Bella Vista. 
These individuals were honored for their service and continual tendencies to go above and 
beyond. 
 Monday, the 19th of August was the day our students returned to school. Touching base 
at a number of our school sites, all staff members agreed it was a very smooth and streamlined 
beginning of a new school year. Carrie Geisler, 5th grade teacher at Parkview Elementary said 
she believed that in her twenty years, this was the smoothest.  
 First days of school are so special to witness. Kids are eager, crisply dressed, and raring 
to do. Martina Rusk, SAT Liaison, has worked in the district some 25 years and shared great 
tales of kids starting school.  
 Even at our brand new school sites new students flowed in and were smoothly led to 
their classrooms. Sixth graders seem well settled into the middle schools. 
 We wish all students and staff the best and most successful of school years! 
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